M.A. Seminar
1939: Hollywood’s Annus Mirabilis
Thursday 14:00-15:45
Prof. Elisabeth Bronfen
(1.) 19 Sept — Introduction
(2.) 26 Sept — Preparatory meeting for group presentations
(3.) 3 Oct — The Year 1939 (group presentations)

Historical Re-imagination

(4.) 10 Oct — Gone with the Wind (Victor Fleming and David O. Selznick)
(5.) 17 Oct — Young Mr. Lincoln (John Ford)
(6.) 24 Oct — The Private Lives of Elizabeth and Essex (Michael Curtiz)

Current Political Scene

(7.) 31 Oct — Mr. Smith goes to Washington (Frank Capra)
(8.) 7 Nov — Ninotchka (Ernst Lubitsch)

The Genres
(9.) 14 Nov — Midnight (Mitchell Leisen), screwball comedy
(10.) 21 Nov — Stagecoach (John Ford), western
(11.) 28 Nov — Wuthering Heights (William Wyler), melodrama
(12.) 5 Dec — The Roaring Twenties (Raoul Walsh), gangster film
(13.) 12 Dec — Wizard of Oz (Victor Fleming), musical
(14.) 19 Dec — What I have learned
Please bear in mind: For all students taking this class the requirements are as follows:
participation in the group presentation on the year 1939, writing one Sitzungsprotokoll
and preparing a thesis statement for each class session. Furthermore: coming to class
without having done the viewing makes little to no sense. You cannot fruitfully partake
in class discussions if you have not prepared for them. All films must, therefore, be
viewed before the respective class sessions. Copies of the films are in the library, but I

recommend you buy your own copies as you would buy your own copy of books (the
DVDs are actually even cheaper than the books).
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FURTHER VIEWING

Dark Victory: Dir. Edmund Goulding (melodrama)

Destry Rides Again: Dir. George Marshall (western)

Dodge City: Dir. Michael Curtiz (western)

Jesse James: Dir. Henry King (western)

Of Mice and Men: Dir. Lewis Milestone (literary adaptation/depression)
Only Angels Have Wings: Dir. Howard Hawks (war)

The Women: Dir. George Cukor (sophisticated comedy)

Union Pacific: Dir. Cecil B. DeMille (western)



